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ACT  OF  1836. 


A  N  A  C  T 

TO  CONSOLIDATE  AND  AMEND  THE  SEVERAL  ACTS  RELATIVE  TO  A  • 

GENERAL  SYSTEM  OF  EDUCATION  BY  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Bepresentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania ,  in 
General  Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  same ,  That  every  township,  borough  or  ward  What  compo- 
in  this  commonwealth,  not  within  the  city  and  incorporated  ses  a  dlstrlct 
districts  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  shall  constitute  a  school 
district:  Provided ,  That  any  borough  which  is  or  may  be  ^rou&0 
connected  with  a  township  in  the  assessment  of  county  rates 
and  levies,  shall,  with  the  said  township,  form  a  district. 

Section  2.  Annually  at  the  same  time  and  place  that  elec-  Election  of 
lions  are  held  for  supervisors  and  constable,  and  in  wards  and  directors  in 
boroughs  at  the  time  and  place  of  the  borough  election,  and  in  old  district* 
like  manner,  two  persons  shall  be  elected  school  directors  for 
each  district,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  three  years  ;  and 
the  persons  so  elected  shall  be  notified  thereof  within  five 
days,  by  the  judges  of  said  election  :  Provided ,  That  in  dis-  jn  new  jjgts 
tricts  where  directors  have  not  been  elected,  or  in  new  dis- 0r  iu  cases  of 
tricts  which  may  be  established  by  the  division  of  a  township,  neglect 
or  otherwise,  six  directors  shall  be  elected  in  such  districts  at 
the  first  election,  two  to  serve  one  year,  two  to  serve  two 
years,  and  two  to  serve  three  years. 

Section  3.  Within  twenty  days  after  said  election,  each 
board  of  school  directors  shall  organize  by  choosing  a  presi- Organization 
dent  and  secretary  out  of  their  own  body — they  shall  also  ap-°f  the  board 
point  a  treasurer  for  the  district,  and  shall  require  him  to  give 
sufficient  security  to  insure  the  faithful  performance  of  his  President  se- 
duty ;  they  shall  also  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  which  treasure? 
may  occur  in  their  board  by  death,  resignation  or  otherwise, 
until  the  next  election,  when  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  Vacancies 
electing  a  person  to  supply  the  same. 
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Section  4.  The  school  directors  of  every  school  district 
which  has  adopted  the  common  school  system,  or  which  may 
hereafter  adopt  the  same,  shall,  annually,  on  or  before  the 
first  Monday  in  May,  authorize  to  be  levied  such  an  amount 
of  tax  on  said  district  as  they  may  think  necessary,  for  school 
purposes,  not  less  than  equal  to,  nor  more  than  treble  the 
amount  which  the  district  is  entitled  to  receive  out  of  the  an¬ 
nual  state  appropriation ;  and  for  the  purpose  of  raising  any 
additional  sum  that  may  be  deemed  necessary,  meetings  shall- 
be  called  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  township  or  district, 
by  the  directors,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May,  annually,  no¬ 
tice  of  the  time  and  place  of  holding  such  meeting  being  first 
given,  by  at  least  six  advertisements  put  up  in  the  most  pub¬ 
lic  places  in  such  township  or  district  for  the  space  of  two 
weeks,  a  majority  of  whom  shall  decide  by  ballot  how  much 
and  what  additional  sum  shall  be  raised  for  school  purposes  ; 
and  any  additional  sum  so  authorized  shall  be  assessed  and 
collected,  paid  over  and  distributed  in  the  same  manner  that  is 
provided  for  by  this  act. 

Section  5.  The  assessor  of  every  ward,  township  or 
borough,  composing  any  school  district  as  aforesaid,  shall, 
upon  demand,  furnish  the  school  directors  of  the  district  with 
a  correct  copy  of  the  last  adjusted  valuation  in  the  same 
for  county  purposes  ;  whereupon,  the  board  of  directors 
shall,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  proceed  to 
levy  and  apportion  the  said  tax,  as  follows,  viz  : 

First.  On  all  offices  and  post  of  profit,  professions,  trades 
and  occupations,  and  on  all  single  freemen  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  who  do  not  follow  any  occupation,  not  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  amount  assessed  on  the  same  for  county  pur¬ 
poses. 


Second.  On  personal  property  which  was  made  taxable  by 
Personal  pro-  an  act  entitled  “  an  act  assessing  a  tax  on  personal  property, 
perty  tax  to  p,e  collected  with  the  county  rates  and  levies,  for  the  use  of 
the  commonwealth,”  passed  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  and  the  said  pro¬ 
perty  shall  continue  to  be  assessed  according  to  the  provisions 
Land  &c.  tax  of  said  act,  and  upon  all  property  now  taxable  for  county  pur- 
Proviso  poses  :  Provided,  That  said  act  taxing  personal  property 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  make  widows’  dower  liable 
Dcwcr  to  t|ie  payment  of  taxes.  [See  supplement  of  1838,  Sec.  10 
page  12.] 


Section  6.  'When  the  school  tax  is  so  levied  and  appor- 
Duplicate  of  tioned  in  any  district,  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors 
assessment  shall  make  out  a  correct  duplicate  of  the  same,  and  the  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board  shall  issue  his  warrant,  with  the  duplicate 
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aforesaid,  to  the  township  or  borough  collector,  or  to  some 
other  suitable  person  residing  within  the  district,  to  collect  the 
said  tax,  [and  shall  require  from  him  sufficient  security  to  in¬ 
sure  the  faithful  discharge  of  his  duty  ;]  and  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  each  district  shall  have  the  right  at  all  times  to  make 
such  abatement  or  exonerations  for  mistakes,  indigent  per¬ 
sons,  unseated  lands,  &c.  as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and  Abatement 
reasonable ;  and  the  secretary  of  the  board  shall  enter  into  a 
book  or  books,  to  be  kept  by  him  for  that  purpose,  the  names 
of  all  persons  so  abated  or  exonerated,  together  with  the  rea¬ 
sons  for  such  exonerations.  [See  supplement  of  1838,  Sec. 

6,  page  11.] 

Section  7.  The  said  collector  shall  have  like  power  to  en-  Power  of  col- 
foree  the  payment  of  the  school  tax,  as  collectors  of  county  lector 
rates  and  levies  have  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the  same,  and 
shall  receive  the  like  compensation  for  his  services.  Frommi  c 
time  to  time,  as  the  said  tax  is  collected,  the  collector  of  the 
district  shall  pay  the  amount  ©ver  to  the  district  treasurer,  and 
shall  setde  lip  his  duplicate  on  or  before  the  time  fixed  upon 
in  the  warrant  of  the  president :  Provided ,  That  if  the  tax  so  Tax  on  un¬ 
levied  on  unseated  lands  shall  not  be  voluntarily  paid  by  the  seated  lands 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  the  district  collector  shall  certify  the 
same  to  the  county  commissioners,  and  the  said  county  com¬ 
missioners  shall  enforce  the  collection  thereof  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  collection  of  the  taxes  on  unseated  lands  is  en¬ 
forced  when  assessed  for  county  purposes  ;  and  when  so  col¬ 
lected,  the  same  shall  be  paid  to  the  district  treasurer  for  the 
time  being,  by  orders  drawn  by  the  said  commissioners  on  the 
county  treasurer. 


Section  8.— -The  school  directors  of  every  school  district  Duties  of 
which  shall  have  adopted  the  common  school  system,  shall  school  direc- 
perform  the  following  duties,  in  addition  to  those  above  spe-tors 
cified  : 


1.  They  shall,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  divide  the  dis-  Sub-districts 
trict  into  sub-districts,  and  shall  establish  a  sufficient  number 

of  common  schools  for  the  education  of  every  individual  above 
the  age  of  four  years,  in  the  district,  who  may  apply,  either 
in  person  or  by  his  or  her  parents,  guardian,  or  next  friend, 
for  admission  and  instruction,  and  shall  keep  the  said  schools 
open  at  least  six  months  in  every  year,  if  they  shall  have 
funds  for  that  purpose. 

2.  They  shall  cause  suitable  buildings  to  be  erected,  rent¬ 
ed  or  hired  for  school  houses,  and  supply  the  schools  with 
fuel. 

3.  They  shall  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the. Salaries  gC 
schools  of  their  respective  districts,  and  fix  the  amount  of  the  tochers 
salaries  of  the  teachers. 
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4.  They  shall  pay  all  necessary  expenses  of  the  schools,  by 
orders  drawn  on  the  district  treasurer,  signed  by  the  pr^  'dent, 
and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  board. 

5.  Each  board  of  directors  by  one  or  more  of  their  number, 
shall  visit  every  school  within  their  district  at  least  once  in 
every  month,  and  shall  cause  the  result  of  said  visit  to  be  en¬ 
tered  on  the  minutes  of  the  board. 

6.  Whenever  it  may  be  necessary  or  convenient  to  estab¬ 
lish  one  or  more  schools  out  of  two  or  more  adjoining  districts, 
the  school  directors  of  such  adjoining  districts  may  establish 
and  regulate  such  schools,  and  the  expense  thereof  shall  be 
paid  as  may  be  agreed  upon  by  the  directors  of  said  adjoining 
districts. 

7.  They  shall,  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in 
[January,]  make  a  report  to  the  superintendent  of  the  com¬ 
mon  schools,  setting  forth  the  number  and  situation  of  the 
schools  in  their  district,  the  character  of  the  teachers,  designa¬ 
ting  whether  they  are  males  or  females,  the  number  and  sex 
of  the  scholars  admitted  during  the  year,  the  branches  of  study 
taught  in  each  school,  the  number  of  months  in  the  year 
during  which  each  school  shall  have  been  kept  open,  the  cost 
of  school  houses,  either  for  building,  renting  or  repairing,  and 
all  other  expenses  which  may  have  been  incurred  in  main¬ 
taining  the  schools  of  their  districts,  together  with  such  other 
information  as  may  be  beneficial  in  forming  a  just  estimate  of 
the  value  of  common  schools.  [The  time  for  making  the  re¬ 
port  was  changed  from  January  to  June.  See  supplement  of 
1840,  sec.  2,  page  14.  See  also  the  supplement  of  1842.] 

8.  No  school  director  or  treasurer  shall  receive  any  pay  or 
emolument  whatever  for  his  services  as  such  ;  but  he  shall  be 
exempt,  during  the  time  he  continues  to  perform  the  duties  of 
his  office,  from  military  duty,  or  from  serving  in  any  borough 
or  township  office. 

9.  When  the  school  directors  shall  have  divided  the  several 
districts  into  sub-districts  for  separate  schools,  the  voters  of 
each  sub  district  may  meet,  on  notice  being  given  for  ten  days 
at  least,  signed  by  not  less  than  four  voters  of  said  district, 
and  choose  a  committee  of  three,  of  their  number,  to  serve  for 
one  year,  who  shall  have  the  appointment  of  the  teacher 
for  such  sub-district.  [See  supplement  of  1838,  sec.  14, 
page  13.] 

10.  The  directors  of  each  school  district  shall  have  the 
power  to  direct  in  which  of  the  sehools  so  established  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  this  act,  the  individuals  in  said  district  who  may  be 
admitted,  shall  be  instructed. 
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11.  In  case  the  school  directors  deem  it  inexpedient  to  di¬ 
vide  their  district  into  sub-districts,  or  in  case  the  voters  of  any  SuU-dist’s  ne- 
sub-district  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  elect  a  committee,  aspect  of 
provided  for  in  the  ninth  article  of  this  section,  then  the  duties  committee  ia 
of  said  committee  shall  devolve  on  and  be  performed  by  the 
school  directors. 


Section  9.  The  district  treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys 
belonging  to  the  district,  whether  the  same  be  derived  from  Treasurer  his 
appropriations  by  the  state,  district  taxes,  private  donations,  or  duties 
otherwise,  and  shall  pay  out  the  same  on  orders  drawn  by  the 
president  and  attested  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  direc¬ 
tors,  by  order  of  the  board,  and  his  accounts  shall  be  audited 
and  adjusted  as  accounts  of  townships  and  boroughs  are  direct¬ 
ed  by  law  to  be  audited  and  adjusted  [See  appendix  page  19.] 

Section  10.  The  secretary  of  the  commonwealth  shall  be  Superiuten- 
superintendent  of  the  common  schools,  and  shall  perform  the  dent  duties 
following  duties : 


1.  Prepare  suitable  blank  forms,  with  necessary  instruc¬ 
tions  for  making  district  reports,  and  for  conducting  the  neces-^  arg 
sary  proceedings  under  his  jurisdiction  ;  and  shall  cause  the 

same,  together  with  all  such  information  as  he  may  deem  ne-  ports 
cessary  for  the  further  improvement  of  the  schools,  to  be  trans¬ 
mitted  to  the  commissioners  of  the  several  counties,  for  distri¬ 
bution  among  the  several  boards  of  directors,  at  the  same  time 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  pamphlet  laws  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth  are  transmitted,  and  at  such  other  times  and  in 
such  other  manner  as  he  may  think  expedient. 

2.  Prepare  and  submit  an  annual  report  to  the  legislature,  t0  rep0rt  t0 
containing  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the  common  schools  legislature 
throughout  the  commonwealth,  estimates  and  expenditures, 

plans  for  the  improvements  of  the  common  school  system, 
and  all  such  matters  relating  to  his  office  of  superintendent 
and  the  concerns  of  common  schools,  as  he  shall  deem  it  ex¬ 
pedient  to  communicate. 

3.  He  shall  sign  all  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  T  ^  ,  . 

payment  of  moneys  to  the  treasurers  of  the  several  school  dis-m°^gjs  100 
tricts,  but  no  order  shall  be  drawn  by  him  in  favor  of  any  dis¬ 
trict  treasurer  until  he  shall  have  been  furnished  with  a  certifi¬ 
cate,  signed  by  the  president  and  attested  by  the  secretary  of 

the  board  of  directors  of  the  district,  that  a  sum  at  least  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  district’s  share  of  the  annual  state  appro¬ 
priation  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars,  has  been  levied  on 
said  district  for  school  purposes. 

4.  If  any  controversy  should  arise  among  the  directors  of  To  settle 
any  district  or  adjoining  districts,  concerning  the  duties  of  controversies 
their  office,  the  distribution  of  the  state  appropriation,  or  the 
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levying  and  collection  of  taxes,  he  is  hereby  authorized  to  set¬ 
tle  and  adjust  the  same,  without  cost  to  the  parties ;  and  all 
moneys  reasonably  expended  by  him  in  this  and  other  matters 
appertaining  to  the  execution  of  his  duty  as  superintendent, 
shall,  upon  due  proof,  be  allowed  to  him  by  the  Auditor  Gen¬ 
eral,  and  be  paid  out  of  the  state  treasury. 

5.  lie  shall  annually,  in  the  month  of  February,  transmit  to 
the  commissioners  of  each  county  a  statement  of  the  amount 
statement  of  of  every  district  therein  that  has,  and  every  district  that  has 
money  due  not  adopted  the  common  school  system,  may  be  entitled  to  re¬ 
ceive  out  of  the  annual  appropriation  of  two  hundred  thou¬ 
sand  dollars  ;  and  the  commissioners  shall  immediately  cause 
.  such  statement  to  be  published  three  times  in  one  or  more 

accumulation  newsPaPers  printed  in  said  county  :  Provided,  That  nothing 
in  any  section  of  this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  deprive 
the  districts  which  have  not  adopted  the  common  school  sys¬ 
tem  of  their  due  proportion  of  the  common  school  fund,  until 
after  the  first  of  November,  1838.  • 

Section  11.  One  hundred  thousand  .dollars,  in  addition  to 
State  appro-  one  }mndred  thousand  dollars,  payable  by  the  bank  of 
p  0  the  United  States,  both  of  which  sums  to  be  accounted  and  dis¬ 
tributed  as  the  state  appropriation,  are  hereby  appropriated  out 
of  the  school  fund,  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundied  and 
thirty-seven,  and  a  like  sum  annually  thereafter,  which  shall 
be  apportioned  among  the  several  school  districts  of  this  com¬ 
monwealth,  and  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  accord¬ 
ing  to  their  number  of  taxable  inhabitants,  but  shall  only  be 
subject  to  the  drafts  of  the  superintendent  of  common  schools 
Proviso  as  to  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  this  act :  Provided ,  That  the 
accumulation  balance  of  appropriations  made  under  the  act,  entitled  “  An  act 
to  establish  a  general  system  of  education  by  common  schools,’ 
passed  the  first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-four,  and  the  supplement  thereto,  and  the  balance  of  the 
first  appropriation  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  which 
shall  remain  undrawn  on  the  first  day  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and  all  subsequent 
balances,  shall  remain  in  the  treasury  and  accumulate  for  the 
use  of  such  district  or  districts  entitled  to  the  same,  for  any 
term  not  exceeding  one  year  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  and 
all  such  undrawn  balance  remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the 
first  day  of  November,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
eight,  shall  be  repaid  into  the  school  fund  ;  and  in  like  manner 
the  undrawn  balance  of  subsequent  appropriations  shall  be  re¬ 
paid  into  the  said  fund  anfiually  thereafter.  [The  provision 
relative  to  the  accumulation  has  been  extended  to  Novem¬ 
ber  1,  1843.] 
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Section  12.  As  soon  as  the  president  of  the  board  of  di¬ 
rectors  of  any  school  district,  shall  have  issued  his  warrant  forCcrtlficate  ofr 
the  collection  of  a  school  tax,  agreeably  to  the  sixth  section  ot  ^a®c"sment  0 
this  act,  he  shall  certify  the  same,  stating  the  amount  of  such 
tax,  and  also,  the  name  of  the  district  treasurer,  to  the  super¬ 
intendent  of  common  schools,  who  shall  forthwith  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer,  for  the  whole  amount  such 
district  is  entitled  to  receive. 

Section  13.  The  school  directors  of  every  school  district  Meetings  to 
which  shall  not  have  adopted  the  common  school  system,  aceept  school 
shall  annually  call  a  meeting  of  the  qualified  citizens  of  the  system  in 
district  on  the  day  of  election  for  directors,  to  be  held  at  the  nonaccepting 
usual  place  of  holding  township,  ward,  or  borough  elections,  districtb 
by  at  least  six  advertisements,  put  up  in  the  most  public  places 
of  the  district,  for  the  space  of  two  weeks  ;  and  the  said  meet¬ 
ing  shall  be  organized  between  the  hours  of  one  and  four 
o’clock,  P,  M.  on  the  said  day,  by  appointing  a  president,  and 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors,  or  in  his  absence,  some 
other  member  of  the  board,  shall  perform  the  duties  of  secre¬ 
tary  to  the  meeting.  When  the  meeting  is  so  organized,  the 
question  of  establishing  the  common  school  system  in  the 
district  shall  be  decided  by  ballot,  and  the  said  president  and 
secretary  shall  perform  the  duties  of  tellers  to  the  meeting,  and 
shall  receive  from  every  person  residing  within  the  district, 
qualified  to  vote  at  the  general  election,  a  written  or  printed 
ticket,  containing  the  word  “  Schools,”  or  the  words  “No 
Schools,”  and  shall  continue  without  interruption  or  adjourn¬ 
ment,  until  the  electors  who  shall  come  to  the  said  election 
shall  have  opportunity  to  give  in  their  respective  votes  ;  and 
the  said  tellers  shall  count  the  votes,  and  if  a  majority  shall 
contain  the  word  “  Schools,”  the  secretary  shall  certify  the 
same  to  the  board  of  directors  of  the  district,  who  shall  pro¬ 
ceed  to  establish  schools  therein,  agreeably  to  the  provi¬ 
sion  of  this  act;  but  if  a  majority  shall  contain  the  words  “  No 
Schools,”  the  secretary  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  county 
commissioners  of  the  proper  county  ;  and  the  school  directors 
of  every  school  district  which  may  have  adopted  the  common^gg^g.  to 
school  system,  may,  if  they  deem  it  expedient,  call  a  meeting  reject  school 
of  the  qualified  citizens  of  the  district  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  system  in  ac- 
May,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  cepting  dis¬ 
and  on  the  same  day  in  every  third  year  thereafter,  to  be trlcts 
held  at  the  usual  place  of  holding  township,  ward,  or  borough 
elections,  at  which  time  and  place  an  election  shall  be  held, 
to  decide  by  ballot  whether  the  common  school  system  shall 
be  continued  or  not.  The  notice  for  holding  said  meetings, 
and  the  time  for,  and  manner  of  holding  said  elections,  to  be 
in  conformity  with  the  preceding  part  of  this  section ;  and 
should  there  be  a  majority  of  the  [taxable  inhabitants]  of 
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said  district  in  favor  of  “  No  Schools,”  the  secretary  shall  cer¬ 
tify  the  same  to  the  [County  Commissioners]  of  the  proper 
county,  and  the  operation  of  the  common  school  system  shall 
be  suspended  in  said  district,  until  such  time  as  a  majority  of 
the  citizens  shall  otherwise  decide.  [See  supplement  of  1838, 
Sec.  11  and  12,  page  11.] 

Section  14.  The  school  directors  of  every  school  district 
in  which  the  common  school  system  has  been  adopted,  or 
shall  hereafter  be  adopted,  shall  have  power  to  purchase  and 
hold  real  and  personal  property,  which  may  be  necessary  for 
the  establishment  and  support  of  said  schools,  and  the  same 
to  sell,  alien  and  dispose  of,  whenever  it  shall  be  no  longer 
required  for  the  uses  aforesaid ;  and  in  all  cases  where  real 
estate  is  held  by  trustees  for  the  general  use  of  the  neighbor¬ 
hood,  as  a  school  house  or  its  appendages,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  said  trustees,  the  survivor  or  survivors  of  them,  to  con¬ 
vey  the  same  to  the  school  directors  aforesaid,  and  from  thence¬ 
forth  the  said  board  shall  hold  the  said  property  for  the  same 
term  and  for  the  same  uses  for  which  it  was  granted  to  said 
trustees. 

Section  15.  School  directors  elected  under  the  provisions 
of  former  acts,  shall  severally  hold  their  offices  during  the  term 
for  which  they  were  elected,  and  all  appropriations  author¬ 
ized  by  former  acts,  whether  by  the  state  or  county,  and  all 
taxes  authorized  to  be  raised  for  school  purposes,  shall  be  col¬ 
lected  as  they  would  have  been  collected  if  this  act  had  not 
been  passed. 

Section  1 6.  The  county  commissioners  of  every  county, 
within  this  commonwealth,  except  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
when  levying  a  tax  for  county  purposes,  shall  estimate  the 
amount  which  will  be  required  to  educate  the  poor  gratis,  in 
the  several  districts  of  their  county,  which  shall  have  rejected 
the  common  school  system,  and  when  an  estimate  is  so  made, 
they  shall  levy  the  amount  on  said  districts,  and  collect  the 
same  in  the  usual  manner,  and  shall  continue  to  provide  for 
the  education  of  the  poor  gratis  therein,  agreeably  to  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  an  act  entitled  “  An  act  to  provide  for  the  education 
of  the  poor  gratis,”  passed  the  fourth  day  of  April,  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  or  such  special  acts  of  assembly 
as  may  be  in  force  in  any  of  the  counties  where  there  may  be 
districts  rejecting  the  provisions  of  this  act:  Provided ,  That 
the  whole  expense  thereby  incurred  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
amount  levied  on  said  districts  as  aforesaid.  [Altered — see 
act  of  18th  March,  1842.] 

Section  17.  Where  a  school  is  or  shall  hereafter  be  en¬ 
dowed,  by  bequest  or  otherwise,  the  board  of  directors  of  the 
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district  in  which  such  school  is  located,  are  hereby  authorized  Endowed 
to  allow  such  school  to  remain  under  the  immediate  direction  schools 
of  the  regularly  appointed  trustees  of  the  same,  and  to  appro¬ 
priate  so  much  of  the  district  school  fund  to  said  schools  as 
they  may  think  just  and  reasonable  :  Provided ,  That  such  r0Visa 
schools  shall  be  generally  conducted  in  conformity  with  the 
common  school  system  of  this  commonwealth. 

Section  18.  'The  act  entitled  “An  act  to  provide  for  a 
general  system  of  education  by  common  schools,”  and  also  Repealing 
the  supplement  thereto,  passed  fifteenth  day  of  April,  Anno  section 
Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-five,  are  hereby  repealed  : 

-  Provided ,  That  every  thing  heretofore  done  in  pursuance  of  Proviso 
said  acts  shall  be  held  valid. 

Section  19.  If  the  corporation  of  the  city  of  Lancaster 
shall  at  any  time  adopt  the  common  school  system,  agreeably  ®  ^ 
to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  then  the  act  to  provide  for  the  Lancaster 
education  of  children  at  the  public  expense  in  the  city  and  in¬ 
corporated  boroughs  of  the  county  of  Lancaster,  passed  the 
first  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
one,  and  the  supplement  thereto  passed  the  first  day  of  April, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  shall,  lrom  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  common  school  system  in  said 
city,  be  inoperative,  null  and  void. 

Section  20.  In  all  cases  where,  under  “  An  act  to  provide 
fora  general  system  of  education  by  common  schools,”  and l”jj0wed 
also  the  supplement  thereto,  passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  t0  accept  be- 
Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-five,  the  fore  1st  Au- 
directors  of  any  district  may  have  met  and  decided  to  accept  gust  1836 
of  the  law,  and  have  appointed  a  delegate  to  attend  the  county 
convention,  for  the  purpose  of  accepting  and  carrying  into 
effect  the  provisions  of  said  law,  but  if,  from  any  cause  said 
delegate  has  failed  to  attend  said  convention,  said  township 
shall  be  entitled  to  all  the  benefits  and  provisions  thereof,  on 
the  same  terms  and  conditions  as  those  who  have  literally  p  • 
complied  are  entitled  :  Provided ,  Said  delegate  shall,  on  or  b 
before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  record  the  vote  of  said 
township  in  the  affirmative,  with  the  clerk  of  the  convention. 

Section  21.  The  school  year  mentioned  in  this  act,  and  Termination 
an  act  entitled  “  An  act  to  provide  for  a  general  system  of  edu- of: school  year 
cation  by  common  schools,”  and  the  supplement  thereto, 
passed  the  fifteenth  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-five,  shall  be  taken  and  understood  to  end  on  the 
first  Monday  of  June,  to  wit :  the  school  year  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  will  end  on  the  first  Monday 
of  June  of  that  year,  and  so  of  all  other  years. 

Section  22.  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  Publication 
superintendent  of  common  schools  shall  cause  circular  letters,  °f  this  act 
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with  a  printed  copy  of  this  act  attached  thereto,  to  be  address¬ 
ed  to  the  county  commissioners  of  every  county  ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  aforesaid,  to  cause  the  same 
to  be  published  in  one  and  not  more  than  three  newspapers 
in  the  county,  for  three  successive  weeks,  and  the  expense 
thereof  shall  be  defrayed  out  of  the  county  treasury,  and  the 
said  superintendent  shall  also  cause  this  act  to  be  printed  in 
pamphlet  form,  and  shall  forward  to  the  county  commissioners 
of  each  county  a  number  of  copies  thereof,  equal  to  the  num¬ 
ber  of  school  directors  in  their  county,  to  be  distributed  among 
the  several  boards  of  directors. 

Section  23.  The  act  and  its  supplements  now  in  opera¬ 
tion  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  entitled  “An  act 
to  provide  for  the  education  of  children  at  the  public  expense, 
within  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,”  are  declared  to 
be  concurrent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  are  in  no 
wise  to  be  considered  as  altered,  amended  or  repealed,  except 
so  far  that  the  said  city  and  county  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
their  due  proportion  and  share  of  the  annual  state  appropria¬ 
tion  of  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  :  Provided ,  That  the 
controllers  of  the  public  schools  for  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  be  and  they  hereby  are  authorized,  whenever 
they  shall  think  proper,  to  establish  one  central  high  school, 
for  the  full  education  of  such  pupils  of  the  public  schools  of 
the  first  school  district,  as  may  possess  the  requisite  qualifi¬ 
cations  ;  and  that  the  moneys  expended  in  the  establishment 
and  support  of  the  said  high  school,  shall  be  provided  and 
paid  in  the  same  manner  as  is  now  or  shall  hereafter  be  di¬ 
rected  by  law,  with  respect  to  the  other  public  schools,  of  the 
said  district :  And  provided  further.  That  so  much  of  the 
tenth  section  of  the  act  of  March  the  third,  A.  D.  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  eighteen,  as  renders  the  exclusive  use  of 
the  Lancasterian  system,  in  the  first  school  district,  obligatory 
upon  the  controllers  and  directors,  and  all  such  provisions,  (if 
any)  in  the  said  act,  and  the  several  supplements  thereto,  as 
limit  the  benefits  of  the  said  public  schools,  to  the  children  of 
indigent  parents,  and  so  much  of  any  act  as  is  hereby  altered 
or  supplied  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  repealed  ;  and  in  said 
public  schools  all  children  over  four  years  of  age  shall  be  ad¬ 
mitted. 

Approved — June  13th,  1836. 
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RESOLUTION 


Appropriating  the  sum  of  Five  Hundred  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  School  Fund. 


Resolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General 
Assembly  met ,  That  the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated  to  the  common 
school  fund,  to  be  paid  on  the  first  day  of  June  next,  and  dis-  tion  of^500 
tributed  according  to  the  several  laws  of  this  commonwealth 
regulating  the  distribution  of  such  appropriations,  said  sum  to 
be  drawn  from  any  moneys  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  ap¬ 
propriated,  and  to  be  applied  by  the  several  districts  either  for 
the  building,  repairing  or  purchasing  school  houses,  or  for 
education  as  they  may  deem  best. 

Approved — April  3,  A.  D.  1837. 


SUPPLEMENT  OF  1838. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in 
General  Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  same ,  That  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eight  jncrease  0f 
thousand  nine  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  be  and  the  same  annual  appro- 
is  hereby  added  to  the  annual  common  school  appropriation  priation 
for  the  school  year  which  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday 
of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty  eight ;  and  such  sum  an¬ 
nually  thereafter  as  will  make  the  amount  of  appropriation 
equal  to  one  dollar  for  each  taxable  citizen  in  the  common¬ 
wealth  ;  said  increased  appropriation  to  be  distributed  and 
paid  out  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  Crease  of  tax 
supplement,  without  any  increase  of  taxation  beyond  theatjon 
amount  therein  named. 

Section  3.  It  shall  be  the 
each  county  in  the  state,  triennially,  to  ascertain,  with  the  as'  enumerator 
sistance  of  the  respective  assessors,  the  exact  number  of  the  of  taxables  ‘ 
resident  taxable  citizens  of  each  common  school  district  in 
their  several  counties  and  to  certify  the  same  under  their  hands  How  made 


duty  of  the  commissioners  of 
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and  seal  of  office,  to  the  superintendent  of  common  schools, 
who  is  hereby  directed  to  adopt  the  number  of  taxables  thus 
certified  to  him,  as  the  basis  of  distribution  of  the  state  appro- 
Whcn  sent  priation  ;  the  said  certificates  to  be  prepared  and  transmitted 
on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April,  in  every  third  year,  com¬ 
mencing  with  the  first  day  of  April,  eighteen  hundred  and 
thirty-nine :  Provided,  That  if  the  commissioners  of  any 
county  shall  neglect  to  forward  such  certificates  on  or  before 
said  day,  the  superintendent  may,  in  that  case,  adopt  the  num¬ 
bers  of  taxables  set  forth  in  the  next  preceding  certificate  or 
return. 

Collector  not  Section  6.  The  directors  of  the  several  Common  School 
to  give  bond  districts  shall  have  power  to  appoint  collectors  of  the  common 
school  tax,  without  requiring  bond  or  other  security ;  and  if 
Collector  of  the  proper  collector  of  county  rates  and  levies  for  the  time 
county  rates  being,  shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
0  serve  to  serve :  Provided,  That  the  persons  so  appointed,  without 
Collector  to  bond  or  other  security,  shall  own  a  clear  freehold  estate, 
own  sufficient  which  in  the  opinion  of  said  directors,  shall  be  a  sufficient  se¬ 
ptate  curity  for  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  collector. 

Penalty  on  Section  7.  If  the  proper  collector  of  county  rates  and 
collector  for  levies  shall  be  appointed  collector  of  the  school  tax  as  afore- 
refusing  to  said,  and  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  serve ;  or  if  he,  or  any  other 
act  person,  having  been  appointed  and  taken  upon  himself  the 

duties  of  his  office,  as  school  tax  collector,  shall  fail  to  fulfil 
and  complete  the  performance  of  said  duties,  in  either  case, 
the  person  thus  refusing  or  failing  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the 
sum  of  twenty  dollars,  to  be  recovered  before  a  justice  of  the 
peace  or  alderman,  at  the  suit  of  the  president  of  the  proper 
board  of  directors,  for  the  use  of  the  district,  as  debts  of  a 
Collector  not  similar  amount  are  now  recoverable,  without  stay  of  execu- 
to  serve  more  tion :  Provided,  That  no  person  who  shall  have  served  as 
than  once  in  collector  of  school  tax  shall  be  appointed  or  chosen  for  a  se« 
ten  years  cond  time,  without  his  consent,  for  the  term  of  ten  years. 

Section  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the 
Balance  of  board  of  directors,  within  three  months  of  the  actual  delivery 

be  enteredin  warrant  and  duplicate  of  school  tax  to  the  collector  ap- 

Proth’ys  of  P°inted  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  file  a 
fjce  certificate,  signed  by  the  president  of  the  board,  and  attested 

by  the  secretary,  in  the  office  of  the  Prothonotary  of  the  court 
of  Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  stating  the  amount 
due  and  unpaid  by  said  collector  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
To  have  the  *be  Prothonotary  forthwith  to  enter  the  same  on  his  docket, 
effect  of  a  which  certificate  shall,  from  such  entry,  have  the  same  opera- 
Tidgment  tion  and  effect  as  a  judgment  of  said  court,  and  executions 
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may  be  issued  thereon  in  like  manner  as  on  judgments,  for  the 
amount  remaining  unpaid,  at  any  time  after  the  entry  afore¬ 
said. 

Section  9.  No  person  shall  be  re-appointed  collector  of  Former  du* 
school  tax  who  shall  not  have  paid  over  the  whole  amount  ofP1,catJs  10  be 
Ins  former  duplicate. 

Section  10.  It  is  hereby  declared  to  be  the  duty  of  the^  £omir3 
Commissioners  of  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth  t0  furnish 
to  procure  a  return  of  the  amount  and  value  of  the  personal  list  of  person- 
property  made  taxable  by  the  act  of  twenty-fifth  of  March,  al  property 
eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-one,  according  to  the  provisions 
of  said  act,  for  and  within  each  school  district  in  their  respec¬ 
tive  counties,  and  to  cause  a  copy  of  the  same  to  be  delivered 
to  the  president  of  the  proper  board  of  directors,  on  or  before 
the  first  day  of  April,  annually,  in  order  to  enable  the  directors 
to  carry  into  effect  the  second  paragraph  of  the  third  section  Whicll  sha^ 
of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement ;  which  personal  pro-  be  taxe(j  m 
perty  shall  annually  be  assessed  by  the  said  directors,  at  the  same  manner 
same  time  and  at  the  same  rate  as  the  real  estate  within  their  as  real 
respective  districts,  for  Common  School  purposes.  [Enlarged, 
see  act  of  18th  March,  1842.] 

Section  11.  If  any  peason  who  may  be  or  has  been  elec¬ 
ted  a  school  director,  shall  refuse  to  attend  a  regular  meeting ^  va_ 
of  the  proper  board,  after  having  received  written  notice  to  ap- eating  the 
pear  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  ;  or  if  any  person  seats  of  neg- 
having  taken  on  him  the  duties,  of  his  office  as  director,  shall  ligent  direc* 
neglect  to  attend  any  two  regular  meetings  of  the  board  in  sue- tors 
cession,  or  to  act  in  his  official  capacity  when  in  attendance, 
the  directors  present  shall  have  power  to  declare  his  seat  in 
the  board  vacant,  and  to  appoint  another  in  his  stead,  to  serve  ^ 
till  the  next  regular  election  ;  and  if  the  whole  board  should  them  ® 
decline  or  refuse  to  serve,  then  a  new  board  shall  be  elected, 
in  the  manner  described  in  the  second  section  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  a  supplement,  on  notice  put  up  for  two  weeks, 
at  six  public  places  in  the  proper  district,  by  any  ten  quali¬ 
fied  voters  of  the  district ;  the  directors  thus  elected  to  be  clas¬ 
sed,  and  to  hold  their  offices  for  the  terms  mentioned  in  the 
third  section  of  the  said  act.  Returns  of  all  Common  School  Returns  of  all 
elections  hereafter  held,  shall  be  made  to  the  court  of  Quarter  C.  Schools 
Sessions  of  the  proper  county,  at  the  next  term  succeeding  elections 
such  elections  respectively ;  and  said  court  is  authorized  and 
required  forthwith  to  examine  all  cases  of  contested  or  infor-  ^  - 
mal  elections,  and  to  decide  them  according  to  law ;  and  in 
case  any  election  shall  be  set  aside,  to  older  a  new  election  tjons 
at  the  usual  place,  on  not  less  than  two  weeks  notice  by  the  New  elect’na 
proper  officer. 
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C.  Schools  Section  12.  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
may  be  dis-  Common  School  system  may  be  discontinued  or  rejected  in 
continued  by  any  accepting  district,  by  a  clear  majority  of  the  votes  polled 
a  majority  of  at  a  triennial  meeting  of  the  taxable  citizens  of  the  proper  dis- 

trhSmiail  tr*ct’  mee^no  shall,  in  all  other  respects,  be  conducted 

nennia  y  ^  manner  pointed  out  in  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act 

to  which  this  is  a  supplement. 


Section  13.  When  a  free  school  of  the  Common  School 
grade,  shall  hereafter  be  maintained  in  any  accepting  school 
Schools  district,  under  the  care  and  direction  of  a  religious  society,  it 
maintained  s}iap  lawful  for  the  school  directors  of  such  district  to  cause 

societies°US  t0  Pa'(l  to  l^e  ProPer  person  or  persons,  for  the  support  of 
such  school,  any  portion  of  the  school  money  not  exceeding 
the  rateable  share  of  the  taxable  inhabitants,  whose  children  or 
apprentices  shall  be  taught  in  such  school :  Provided,  That 
the  directors  shall  be  satisfied  that  such  application  of  the 
money  would  not,  upon  the  whole,  be  injurious  to  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  of  such  district. 


Powers  of 
primary 
committees 
may  be  en¬ 
larged 


With  consent 
of  directors 


Section  14.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  committee  that  has 
been,  or  that  may  hereafter  be  chosen  agreeably  to  the  ninth 
article  of  the  eighth  section  of  an  act  passed  the  thirteenth  day 
of  June,  Anno  Domini  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-six,  enti¬ 
tled  “  An  act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  several  acts  rela¬ 
tive  to  a  general  system  of  education  by  Common  Schools,” 
to  attend  to  all  the  local  concerns  of  the  repective  sub  districts 
in  which  said  committee  shall,  be  chosen,  such  as  visiting  the 
schools  under  their  charge,  providing  fuel,  repairing  school 
houses  ;  and  the  expenses  of  all  such  necessary  repairs,  fuel, 
&c.  shall  be  paid  by  the  school  directors  of  the  several  dis¬ 
tricts,  as  already  provided  for  by  law :  Provided,  That  the 
said  committee  be  directed  by  the  board  of  directors  to  per¬ 
form  the  said  duties. 


Section  15.  If  any  school  director  of  any  school  district 
Court  toap-  where  the  school  law  has  been  accepted,  shall  refuse  or  neg- 

for^hicertain  ^ect  to  by  levying  the  tax  required  by  law,  and 

©ases  putting  the  schools  in  proper  operation,  the  directors  or  di¬ 

rector  willing  to  perform  their  duties,  shall  declare  the  office 
of  such  delinquent  directors  vacant,  and  appoint  substitutes  ; 
and  in  case  all  said  directors  shall  thus  decline  or  refuse  to  do 
their  duty,  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  shall  declare  tbeir 
offices  vacant,  and  appoint  substitutes. 


Repealing 

section 


Section  20.  All  laws  or  parts  of  laws  relative  to  the  Com¬ 
mon  School  system,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  provi¬ 
sions  of  this  act,  are  hereby  repealed. 


Copy  to  be  Section  21.  Immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  the 
sent  to  direc-  Superintendent  shall  prepare  and  forward  a  copy  of  it  to  the 
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president  and  secretary  of  each  board  of  directors,  and  to  the  tors  and  Co ’y 
commissioners  of  each  county  in  the  State.  Comm’rs 


Approved  April  14th  1838. 

Note. — Sections  2,  4,  5,  16,  17,  18,  19,  not  having  refer¬ 
ence  to  the  Common  School  system,  or  being  obsolete,  are 
omitted. 


SUPPLEMENT  OF  1840. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in 
General  Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the 
authority  of  the  same ,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  school  Directors  to 
directors  of  every  school  district,  which  shall  have  accepted  exa“ine 
the  common  school  system  of  education,  in  conjunction  with  teac  er 
such  person  or  persons  as  they  may  associate  with  themselves 
for  the  purpose,  to  examine  every  person  wishing  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  as  a  teacher,  in  their  district,  and  if  found  qualified 
and  of  good  moral  character,  shall  issue  a  certificate  to  the 
person,  to  that  effect,  naming  therein,  the  branches  which  he  -p0  cer. 
or  she  is  found  qualified  to  teach,  which  certificate  shall  be  tificate 
signed  by  a  majority  of  the  acting  board  of  directors,  and 
that  no  person  shall  be  employed  as  a  teacher,  unless  he 
shall  have  procured  such  certificate,  which  shall  be  renewed 
annually. 

Section  2.  That  the  report  to  the  superintendent  requir-  ^nnuaj  r 
ed  by  the  eighth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  sup-  port  to 
plement,  to  be  made  by  the  directors  of  every  accepting  school  made  on  the 
district,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  January,  in  each  first  Monday 
year,  shall  hereafter  be  made  annually,  on  the  first  Monday  °f  June 
in  June,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable,  and  shall  include 
the  proceedings  for  the  year  ending  on  the  first  Monday  in 
June. 

Section  3.  That  if  at  a  triennial  election,  which  may  be  Election  of 
held  under  existing  laws  in  any  accepting  district,  on  the  first  May  1840  to 
Tuesday  in  May  next,  a  majority  of  the  votes  shall  be  in  favor  take  effect  in 
of  discontinuing  the  system  in  the  district,  such  vote  shall  ^une  1841 
take  effect  from  and  after  the  expiration  of  the  school  year, 
which  will  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  forty,  and  the  tax  for  that  year  shall  be 
levied  and  the  schools  continued,  and  the  district  shall  be  enti¬ 
tled  to  its  share  of  the  annual  state  appropriation,  for  that 
year,  as  if  such  vote  had  not  been  taken  ;  and  the  directors  of 
such  district  are  required  to  call  the  meeting,  provided  for  in 
the  first  part  of  the  thirteenth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this 
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is  a  supplement,  on  the  day  of  the  next  annual  election  for  di¬ 
rectors  in  the  same  way  as  if  such  district  had  never  been  an 
accepting  district. 

Approved  April  21st,  1840. 


SUPPLEMENT  OF  1841. 


Comm’rs 
to  return  new 
districts 


Whenever  a  new  school  district  shall  be  formed  in  any 
county  in  this  Commonwealth,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commissioners  thereof  to  certify  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools,  before  the  commencement  of  the  next  suc¬ 
ceeding  school  year,  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  there¬ 
in.  And  also  the  number  in  the  district  or  districts  from 
which  it  was  taken,  separately,  according  to  the  last  preced¬ 
ing  triennial  enumeration  of  taxables  made  for  school  purpo¬ 
ses,  so  that  the  whole  number  in  such  new  district,  and  in 
that  or  those  out  of  which  it  was  taken  being  added  together, 
shall  be  neither  greater  nor  less  than  the  number  that  was 
therein  before  the  change  was  made,  and  according  to  the  last 
triennial  certificate  or  return  of  taxables  thereof,  made  by  said 
commissioners. 


Approved  May  4th  1841. 


RE  SOLUTION 

Resolved,  By  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met ,  That  the  balance  of  the  appropriations  made  under  the 
act  entitled  “  An  act  to  establish  a  General  System  of  Educa- 
Timc  of  for-  tion  by  Common  Schools,”  passed  the  first  day  of  April,  one 
feiture  exten- thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  the  several  sup- 
ded  two  years  pjemen^s  thereto,  and  ihe  balance  of  the  first  appropriation  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  all  subsequent  balances 
which  shall  remain  undrawn  on  the  first  of  November,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one  and  all  subsequent 
balances,  shall  remain  in  the  treasury  and  accumulate  for  the 
use  of  such  district  or  districts  entitled  to  the  same,  for  any 
time  not  exceeding  two  years  from  the  first  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-one  ;  and  all  such  bal¬ 
ances  remaining  in  the  treasury  on  the  first  day  of  November, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three,  shall  be  repaid 
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into  the  school  fund,  and  in  like  manner  the  undrawn  balances 
of  subsequent  appropriations  shall  be  repaid  into  the  said  fund 
annually  thereafter. 

Approved  May  29th,  1841. 


SUPPLEMENT  OF  1842. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Re • 
presentatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in 
General  Assembly  met,  and  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au- n  .  , 
thonty  of  the  same ,  1  he  county  commissioners  ol  this  com-  furnish  list  of 
monwealth  shall  upon  demand  furnish  the  school  directors  ofpropertv  tax- 
each  accepting  district,  with  a  correct  copy  of  the  last  ad- able  for  sch’l 
justed  valuation  of  all  property  in  their  respective  school  dis-  purposes 
tricts  subject  to  taxation  for  school  purposes,  and  so  much  of 
the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement  as  conflicts  with  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  this  section  is  hereby  repealed. 

Section  3.  That  until  the  directors  of  any  accepting  school 
district  in  this  state,  make  a  report  as  required  by  the  seventh  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  act  of  the  thirteenth  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hun-^Q  m 
dred  and  thirty-six,  and  the  second  section  of  the  supplement  be^Tid*  ttll  ° 
thereto,  passed  twenty-first  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  report  is  re- 
and  forty,  entitled  “  An  act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  seve-ceived 
ral  acts  relative  to  a  general  system  of  education  by  common 
schools,”  the  superintendent  of  common  schools  shall  not  de¬ 
liver  to  said  directors  or  to  the  district  any  order  upon  the  state 
treasurer  for  money  belonging  to  the  district,  for  this  or  any 
succeeding  year,  but  in  all  cases  before  an  order  issues  the 
report  from  the  district  shall  be  made  to  the  proper  officer : 

Provided ,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  prevent  the  issuing  of  orders  to  the  directors  of  new  accept¬ 
ing  districts  as  heretofore. 

Approved  March  18th,  1842. 


ACT 

Relative  to  Schools  in  Delaware  county  and  Chambersburg. 

Section  12.  That  the  school  directors  of  the  several  Amount  of 
school  districts  in  the  county  of  Delaware  and  of  the  Cham- tax  to  belaid 
bersburg  school  district,  in  the  county  of  Franklin,  shall  not  in  Del  co  and 
hereafter  authorize  to  be  levied  on  property  and  other  things  *n  Chambers- 
now  made  taxable  by  the  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  for  jj“r&  * ran^* 
common  school  purposes,  a  sum  less  than  equal  to  nor  more 
B. 
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than  double  the  amount  which  the  said  district  is  entitled  to 
receive  out  of  the  annual  state  appropriation,  without  the  con¬ 
sent  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  the  said  district  first  obtained 
in  town  meeting,  which  shall  be  convened  and  conducted  under 
the  provisions  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  act  of  the  thirteenth 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  entitled 
“An  act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to 
a  general  system  of  education  by  common  schools.” 


Amount  of 
tax  to  be  as¬ 
sessed  on 
each  scholar 


Section  13.  In  addition  to  the  tax  provided  for  in  the 
foregoing  section,  ihe  said  directors  are  hereby  authorized  to 
assess  upon  each  scholar  that  shall  attend  any  of  the  public 
schools  in  the  said  district,  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  dollar 
per  quarter,  at  the  discretion  of  said  directors,  to  be  paid  by 
the  parent,  guardian,  master  or  other  person  having  charge  of 
such  scholar,  in  proportion  to  their  ability  to  pay,  in  such  man¬ 
ner  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 


Section  14.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  directors  to  de* 
Tax  to  be  mand  and  receive  from  any  parent,  guardian,  master  or  other 
paid  by  the  person  having  charge  of  any  children  in  said  district  that  may 
parent  or  send  t0  any  0f  gaj(j  schools,  the  amount  of  lax  assessed  upon 
ai^rtcr 0  ^  eac^  sch°lar,  at  the  commencement  of  each  quarter ;  and  if 
any  parent,  guardian,  master  or  other  person  having  charge  of 
any  such  children,  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  said  tax  on 
or  before  the  expiration  of  the  quarter,  the  president  of  the 
board  of  directors  shall  issue  his  warrant  to  the  district  col- 
Manncr  of  lector,  authorizing  him  to  collect  the  same,  and  the  said  col- 
eollecting the  lector  shall  have  like  powers  to  enforce  the  payment  of  the 
tax  said  tax  as  is  given  him  by  the  seventh  section  of  the  said  act 

of  the  thirteenth  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
six,  mentioned  in  the  twelfth  section  of  this  act,  to  collect  the 
tax  assessed  upon  property  for  school  purposes,  and  shall  re¬ 
ceive  the  like  compensation  for  his  services. 


Direct’s  ma  Section  15.  The  said  directors  shall  have  full  power  to 
grant  exoner-  exonerale  any  parent,  guardian,  master  or  other  person,  hav- 
ations  ing  charge  of  any  children,  from  the  payment  of  said  tax,  if 

they  shall  be  satisfied  of  their  inability  to  pay  the  same,  but 
shall  not  exclude  their  children  from  said  schools. 


Section  16.  The  said  directors  may  allow  to  the  treasurer 
Compensati’n  the  said  district  a  compensation  for  his  services  :  Provi- 
for  treasarer  ded,  That  the  said  compensation  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
ten  dollars  per  annum. 

Repealin'*-  Section  17.  All  laws  relative  to  the  common  school  sys- 
clause  &  tern,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  are 
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hereby  repealed,  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the  county  of  Dela¬ 
ware  and  the  school  district  of  Chambersburg,  in  the  county 
of  Franklin. 

Approved — 29th  March,  1842. 


NON-ACCEPTING  DISTRICTS. 
AN  ACT 


To  provide  for  the  Education  of  the  Poor  in  the  Noir-AccEPTiaro 
Sehool  Districts  of  this  Commonwealth,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  Home  of 
Representatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in 
General  Assembly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  au¬ 
thority  of  the  same ,  That  from  and  after  the  passage  of  this 
act  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  of  every  non-accepting  Duty  of 
school  district,  elected  in  pursuance  of  the  second  section  of  school  dircc- 
the  act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to tors  in.norv 
a  general  system  of  education  by  common  schools,  passed  ^?gct®ptin^ 
thirteenth  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  on 
or  before  the  first  Monday  of  January,  in  each  and  every  year,  Assessors  to 
to  issue  a  precept  to  the  assessors  of  their  several  districts,  re-return  poor 
quiring  them  to  receive  from  the  parents  the  names  of  all  the  children  be- 
children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  fourteen  years,  who  re- tween  5  &  14 
side  therein,  and  whose  parents  are  unable  to  pay  for  their  Jears 
schooling,  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors  in 
the  said  school  districts  to  make  return  of  the  names  of  the  said 
children  to  the  directors,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  April 
next  after  the  date  of  the  said  precept  to  the  said  directors, 
who  shall,  after  giving  ten  days  notice  by  public  advertisement, 
hold  an  appeal  to  hear  all  persons  who  may  apply  for  altera¬ 
tions  or  additions  of  names  in  the  said  return,  and  make  all 
such  alterations  as  shall  appear  just  and  reasonable,  and  shall 
thereupon  make  an  estimate  of  the  sum  required  to  educate 
the  said  children  for  the  year  commencing  on  the  first  Monday 
in  June. 

Section  2.  The  assessor  of  every  ward,  township  or  bo¬ 
rough,  composing  the  non-accepting  school  district,  shall,  upon  ^rfisMhec 
demand,  furnish  the  school  directors  of  the  district  with  a  cor-  tors*  with  a 
rect  copy  of  the  last  adjusted  valuation  in  the  same,  for  county  copy  of  ad- 
purposes,  whereupon,  the  board  of  directors  shall,  on  or  before  justed  valua- 
the  first  day  of  June,  annually,  proceed  to  levy  and  apportion  ilon 
the  sum  so  as  aforesaid,  estimated  in  the  same  way  and  man¬ 
ner  as  county  rates  are  levied,  and  issue  a  warrant  for  the  col- 
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lection  of  the  same  to  the  township  supervisors,  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  collect  the  same  in  the  same  manner  and  for  the 
same  per  centage  as  road  taxes  are  collected. 

Section  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  of  each  of 
the  non-accepting  school  districts  to  send  a  list  of  the  names 
of  the  children  aforesaid,  to  the  teachers  within  their  respec¬ 
tive  school  districts,  and  the  accounts  for  teaching  shall  be  ex¬ 
amined,  and,  if  found  correct,  paid  by  the  said  directors,  and 
the  accounts  of  the  said  directors  shall  be  settled  by  the  town¬ 
ship  auditors  in  the  usual  way. 


Co  conn’s  to 
pay  certain 
tax  to  tp 
which  has  ac¬ 
cepted  the 
school  law 


Repealing 

clause 


Section  4.  That  in  all  cases  when  there  has  been  a  tax 
levied  by  the  county  commissioners,  in  any  county  in  this 
state,  upon  the  inhabitants  of  any  township,  which  has  not 
accepted  the  school  law  for  the  education  of  the  poor  gratis,  in 
pursuance  of  the  sixteenth  section  of  the  act  of  the  thirteenth 
day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six,  enti¬ 
tled  “  An  act  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  several  acts  rela¬ 
tive  to  a  general  system  of  education  by  common  schools,” 
and  the  money  has  not  been  expended  by  them  in  educating 
the  poor  gratis,  the  same  shall  be  paid  over  to  said  township, 
who  shall  have  accepted  the  school  law  to  be  by  the  school 
directors  appropriated  to  common  school  purposes. 

Section  5.  So  much  of  act  of  fourth  April,  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  nine,  entitled  “  An  act  to  provide  for 
the  education  of  the  poor  gratis,”  as  is  hereby  altered  or  sup¬ 
plied  is  hereby  repealed. 

Approved — July  30th,  1842. 


EXPLANATORY  INSTRUCTIONS  AND  FORMS. 

DISTRICTS. 

As  to  what  shall  compose  a  school  district — [See  Sect.  1 .] 

Each  and  every  ward  of  a  borough,  as  well  as  of  a  city, 
(except  Philadelphia  city  and  county,)  having  a  separate  as¬ 
sessor  of  county  rates  and  levies,  shall  form  a  district.  But  if 
there  be  only  one  assessor  of  county  rates  and  levies  for  a 
whole  borough,  such  borough,  though  composed  of  more 
wards  than  one,  shall  form  only  one  district. — [Sect  1 .] 

ELECTION  OF  DIRECTORS. 

In  townships  which  form  dislricts,  directors  are  to  be  elec¬ 
ted  at  the  time  and  place  of  electing  supervisors  and  consta¬ 
bles  ;  and  in  boroughs  which  form  districts,  at  the  time  and 
place  of  electing  borough  officers.  But  where  a  borough  is 
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t  connected  with  a  township  in  the  formation  of  a  district,  the 
f  directors  of  such  district  are  to  be  elected  at  the  time  and  place 
of  electing  the  supervisors  and  constable  of  such  township. — 
f Sections  1  and  2.] 

ELECTION  IN  NEW  DISTRICTS. 

I 

In  case  of  a  new  district  formed  by  the  division  of  a  town¬ 
ship,  or  the  separation  of  a  borough  from  a  township,  ill  the 
assessment  of  county  rates  and  levies,  six  directors  shall  be 
elected  in  the  first  instance,  in  such  new  district.  But  if  there 
be  any  of  the  old  board  of  directors  chosen  before  the  di¬ 
vision,  residing  in  the  new  district,  they  shall  act  as  directors 
therein  till  the  next  election,  and  shall  fill  up  all  vacancies  in 
the  board  of  the  new  district,  by  appointment,  till  the  next 
election. — Section  2d  and  3d.] 

FILLING  VACANCIES. 

All  vacancies  in  a  board  of  directors  are  to  be  filled  by  ap¬ 
pointment,  by  the  remaining  directors,  till  next  election. — 
[Section  3.] 

If  a  district  neglect  to  elect  directors  at  the  proper  time,  such 
neglect  amounts  to  a  vacancy,  which  is  to  be  filled  by  ap¬ 
pointment,  till  next  election. 

In  case  of  the  formation  of  a  new  district,  every  director  re¬ 
siding  within  such  district,  shall  cease  to  be  a  director  of  the 
old  district,  out  of  which  it  was  formed ;  and  the  vacancy  thus 
created,  shall  be  filled  by  appointment,  till  next  election. 

A  tie  in  electing  directors  is  to  be  treated  as  a  vacancy. 

REMOVAL  OF  DIRECTORS  FROM  OFFICE. 

Directors  are  to  be  removed  from  office  either  by  their  col¬ 
leagues  or  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions. 

I.  Directors  are  to  be  removed  by  their  colleagues  in 

THE  FOLLOWING  CASES  I 

1.  Any  person  elected  a  director,  w'ho  shall  refuse  or  ne¬ 
glect  to  attend  at  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board,  to  take  on 
him  the  duties  of  his  office,  after  being  notified  in  writing  to 
do  so,  may  be  removed  by  the  members  present  at  such  meet¬ 
ing,  if  they  see  fit  to  do  so,  and  another  appointed  in  his  stead 
till  next  election — [Sec.  11 — supp.  of  1838.] 

2.  The  same  may  be  done  in  case  of  a  director  who,  hav¬ 
ing  taken  on  him  the  duties  of  his  office,  shall  neglect  or  re¬ 
fuse  to  attend  any  two  regular  meetings  of  the  board  in  suc¬ 
cession. — [Sect.  11 — supp.  1838.] 
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3.  The  same  shall  be  clone  in  case  of  a  director  who  shall 
attend,  but  shall  neglect  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office, 
which  neglect  will  be  proved  by  his  refusal  to  vote  on  the 
questions  before  the  board,  or  to  act  in  an  office  to  which  the 
other  members  elected  him  with  his  own  consent. — [Sect.  11 
and  15 — supp.  1838.] 

4.  If  the  whole  board  shall  decline  or  refuse  to  serve. ,  (that 
is,  to  take  on  them  the  duties  of  their  office  in  the  first  in¬ 
stance,)  then  a  full  new  board  shall  be  elected  at  a  meeting 
called  by  any  ten  qualified  voters  of  the  proper  district,  in  the 
manner  pointed  out  by  the  1 1th  section. —  [Sup.  of  1838.] 

If  all  the  members  but  one  refuse  to  serve,  that  one  may  fill 
the  board  by  appointment  till  next  election. 

II.  Directors  of  an  accepting  district,  wiio  have  taken 

ON  them  the  duties  of  their  office,  are  to  removed  by 

THE  COURT  IN  THE  FOLLOWING  CASES  : 

1.  When  a  whole  board  of  directors  refuse  to  levy  and  as¬ 
sess  such  an  amount  of  tax  as  will  entitle  their  district  to  its 
share  of  state  appropriation. 

2.  When  they  refuse  to  put  the  schools  into  operation. 

3.  And  when  they  refuse  to  perform  any  of  their  other  du¬ 
ties,  the  performance  of  which  does  not  rest  in  their  own  dis¬ 
cretion,  but  is  required  by  law,  and  is  actually  necessary  to 
the  operation  of  the  system — [Sect.  15 — supp.  of  1838.] 

Note. — The  difference  between  that  part, of  the  11th  sec¬ 
tion  which  relates  to  directors  who  “  decline  or  refuse  to 
serve,”  and  the  15th  section,  seems  to  be  this :  That  the  for¬ 
mer  relates  to  directors  who  refuse  or  decline  to  take  on  them 
the  duties  of  their  office  in  the  first  instance,  or  to  act  as  di¬ 
rectors  at  all ;  and  the  latter  to  directors  who  have  taken  on 
them  their  duties  and  commenced  acting,  but  subsequently  re¬ 
fuse  to  go  and  complete  those  duties.  In  the  former  cases 
the  other  directors  are  to  appoint,  or  if  the  whole  board  de¬ 
cline,  the  people  are  to  elect ;  in  the  latter  case  the  court  are 
to  appoint  substitutes  till  the  next  election. 

ORDINARY  SCHOOL  TAX. 

The  following  are  the  steps  to  be  taken  by  directors,  for  the 
purpose  of  levying  and  apportioning  the  tax  necessary  to  con¬ 
duct  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  system. 

I.  They  shall,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  May,  annu¬ 
ally,  meet  and  fix  the  amount  required  for  the  year,  which  is 
to  commence  after  the  first  Monday  of  June,  then  next  ensu¬ 
ing,  which  shall  in  no  case  be  less  than  equal  to,  nor  more 
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than  treble  the  amount  the  district  may  be  entitled  to  receive 
out  of  the  $200,000,  state  appropriation. 

II.  They  shall  in  the  next  place,  fix  a  rate  of  tax  upon  “  all 
offices  and  posts  of  profit,  professions,  trades  and  occupations, 
and  upon  all  single  freemen,  above  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  who  do  not  follow  any  occupation,  not  exceeding  the 
amount  assessed  on  them  for  county  purposes.” — [^ect.  5.] 
If  the  proceeds  of  this  tax  be  more  than  equal  to  the  desired 
amount,  they  shall  proportionably  reduce  the  different  items 
of  it,  so  as  to  retain  the  necessary  sum,  and  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  collected.  But,  if  unequal — 

III.  They  shall  proceed  to  apportion  the  residue  required 
upon  personal  property  under  the  act  of  25th  March,  1831, 
and  upon  “  all  property  now  taxable  for  county  purposes,” 

!  {[Sect.  5,]  in  such  manner  and  proportions  as  may  be  just  and 
right. 

IV.  The  secretary  of  the  board  shall  then  proceed  to  as¬ 
sess  the  tax  thus  apportioned  on  the  individual  taxable  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  the  district,  and  shall  make  out  a  correct  duplicate 
of  the  same,  which,  with  the  warrant  of  the  president  for  the 
collection  thereof,  shall  be  delivered  to  the  proper  collector. — 
[Sect.  6.] 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  county  commissioners  to  prepare  and 
furnish  the  directors  of  each  district,  on  or  before  the  first  of 
April  annually,  with  a  return  of  the  personal  property  descri¬ 
bed  in  the  act  of  25th  March,  1831,  and  of  all  properly  tax¬ 
able  for  school  purposes  ;  and  the  rate  of  tax  on  this  proper¬ 
ty  is  to  be  the  same  as  the  rate  of  tax  on  real  estate,  and  is 
not  restricted  to  one  mill  on  the  dollar  of  valuation — [Supp.  of 
1838 — Sect.  10,  and  Supp.  of  1842,  Sec.  1.] 

For  form  of  warrant  and  bond  of  collector,  see  Appendix. 

ADDITIONAL  TAX. 

If  directors  shall  deem  it  necessary  to  raise  a  tax  for  extra¬ 
ordinary  purposes,  such  as  building  or  purchasing  school 
houses,  increasing  the  operations  of  the  system  beyond  the 
expense  of  the  previous  year,  &c.  “  additional”  to  that  al¬ 
ready  authorized  by  them,  they  shall  proceed  as  directed  by 
the  4th  section.  In  that  case  they  shall  delay  the  apportion¬ 
ment  and  assessment  of  the  ordinary  tax,  till  it  be  ascertained 
whether  or  not  an  additional  tax  shall  be  authorized.  If  it  be 
authorized,  then  they  shall  add  the  amount  thereof  to  the 
amount  of  the  ordinary  tax,  and  shall  apportion  and  assess  the 
aggregate  amount  as  prescribed  by  section  5. 

To  prevent  confusion,  it  is  recommended,  in  case  an  addi¬ 
tional  tax  is  deemed  necessary,  that  a  specified  sum  be  in  all 
cases  named  by  the  directors,  for  or  against  which  the  taxable 
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inhabitants  may  vote ;  such  sum  to  be  named  on  the  tickets 
of  those  in  favor  of  the  additional  tax;  and  the  words  “no 
additional  tax”  on  the  tickets  of  those  opposed  to  it. 

The  amount  of  tax  at  present  required  to  be  raised  to  enti¬ 
tle  a  district  to  its  share  of  state  appropriation,  is  a  sum  at  least 
equal  to  50  cents  for  every  taxable  inhabitant  in  the  district. 
It  may  be  greater  than  this,  but  cannot  be  less. 

The  collector  may  be  appointed  without  bond,  but  in  that 
case  shall  own  a  clear  freehold  estate,  sufficient  in  the  opinion 
of  the  board,  to  secure  the  faithful  performance  of  his  duty, 
and  the  amount  of  the  unsettled  balance  of  the  duplicate  at  the 
end  of  three  months,  shall  be  entered  in  the  Protho notary’s 
office,  in  the  nature  and  with  the  effect  of  a  judgment  against 
the  collector — [Sect,  6.  and  8,  supplement  1838.  j 

If  the  proper  collector  of  county  rates  of  the  district  is  se¬ 
lected  as  school  tax  collector  by  the  directors,  he  must  serve, 
under  a  penalty  of  $20. — [Sect.  6  and  7.]  And  if  he,  or  any 
other  person  having  taken  on  him  the  duties  of  the  office  of 
collector,  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  fulfil  and  complete  them, 
the  collector  of  county  rates,  or  such  other  person,  shall  also 
pay  a  penalty  of  $20.  But  no  person,  other  than  the  collector 
of  county  rates,  is  subject  to  the  penalty  for  not  assuming  or 
taking  on  him  the  office  of  collector  in  the  first  instance. 

The  collector  of  county  rates  may  be  compelled  to  act  as 
collector  of  school  tax,  though  some  other  person  was  previ¬ 
ously  selected  by  the  board,  and  refused  to  serve,  or  failed  to 
fulfil  his  duties. — [Sect.  7,  supplement  1838.] 

No  person  is  obliged  to  act  as  collector  of  school  tax  oftener 
than  once  in  ten  years,  and  no  person  can  be  re-appointed,  even 
with  his  own  consent,  unless  he  has  settled  up  the  amount  of 
his  former  duplicate. — [Sect.  7  and  9,  supplement  1838.] 

TOWER  OF  COLLECTORS  TO  ENFORCE  PAYMENT. 

Collectors  of  school  tax  shall  have  like  power  to  enforce 
payment  as  collectors  of  county  rates  and  levies  have  viz  : 

“  If  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  payment  of 
the  amount  due  by  him  for  such  tax  within  thirty  days  from 
the  time  of  demand  so  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collec¬ 
tor  aforesaid  to  levy  such  amount  by  distress  and  sale  of  the 
goods  and  chattels  of  such  delinquent,  giving  ten  days’  public 
notice  of  such  sale  by  written  or  printed  advertisements  ;  [and 
in  case  goods  and  chattels  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same,  with 
the  costs,  cannot  be  found,  such  collector  shall  be  authorized 
to  take  the  body  of  such  delinquent,  and  convey  him  to  the 
jail  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain  until  the  amount  of 
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such  tax,  together  with  the  costs,  shall  be  paid,  or  secured  to 
be  paid,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  discharged  by  due 
course  of  law.*”]  Sect.  21,  act  15th  April,  1834,  relating  to 
county  and  township  rates  and  levies. 

COMPENSATION  OF  COLLECTORS. 

They  shall  receive  like  compensation  as  collectors  of  coun- 
ty  rates  and  levies,  viz  : 

“  Every  collector  shall  be  entitled  to  retain,  at  the  final  set¬ 
tlement  of  his  duplicate,  the  sum  of  five  per  cent,  on  all 
moneys  by  him  collected,  which  shall  be  allowed  to  him  by 
the  treasurer  of  the  proper  county  or  township,  as  the  case 
may  be,  and  shall  be  in  full  compensation  for  his  services  as 
collector.” — [Sect.  52,  act  of  April  15, 1834,  relating  to  county 
and  township  rates  and  levies.] 

SETTLEMENT  OF  TREASURER’S  ACCOUNTS. 

The  treasurers  accounts  shall  be  audited  and  adjusted  in  the 
same  manner  as  township  and  borough  accounts  are  by  law 
audited  and  adjusted,  viz  : 

“Section  102.  The  auditors  of  each  township,  any  two 
of  whom  duly  convened,  shall  be  a  quorum,  shall  meet  an¬ 
nually  on  the  second  Monday  of  April,  and  oftener,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  and  shall  audit,  settle  and  adjust  the  accounts  of  the  su¬ 
pervisors  and  treasurer  of  the  township,  and  of  such  other 
township  officers  as  may  by  law  be  referred  to  them. 

“  Section  103.  The  report  of  such  township  auditors  shall 
be  filed  with  the  town  clerk,  if  there  be  one ;  and  if  there  be 
no  town  clerk,  it  shall  remain  with  the  senior  auditor,  for  the 
inspection  of  all  persons  concerned. 

“  Section  104.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  township,  or  the 
officer  accounting,  to  appeal  from  such  settlement  to  the  court 
of  common  pleas  of  the  same  county,  within  thirty  days  after 
such  settlement ;  whereupon,  the  court  may  direct  an  issue  to 
determine  disputed  facts,  if  necessary  :  Provided,  That  no 
appeal  by  such  officer  shall  be  received,  unless  the  appellant 
shall  enter  into  a  recognizance  with  two  sufficient  sureties, 
conditioned  to  prosecute  the  appeal  with  effect,  and  to  pay  all 
costs  accruing  thereupon. 

“  Section  105.  The  auditors  of  each  township  shall  have 
the  same  power  and  authority  to  obtain  the  attendance,  before 
them,  of  parties  and  witnesses,  and  the  production  of  books 
and  papers,  and  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmation,  as  are  by 
law  given  to  county  auditors. 

“  Section  106.  The  auditors  of  every  township  shall  re- 


*The  part  in  brackets  has  been  repealed. 
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spectively  receive  the  sum  of  one  dollar  for  each  day  necessa¬ 
rily  employed  in  the  duties  of  their  office,  which  shall  be  paid 
by  the  township  treasurer,  out  of  the  township  funds.” — [See 
act  of  the  fifteenth  April,  eighteen  hundred  and  thirty-four, 
relating  to  counties  and  townships,  and  county  and  township 
officers.] 

RETURNS  OF  AND  CONTESTED  ELECTIONS. 

Returns  of  all  school  elections  hereafter  held,  whether  for 
the  choice  of  directors  or  for  the  acceptance  or  discontinuance 
of  the  system  are  to  be  made  by  the  officers  of  the  election 
to  the  next  court  of  Quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county. 
On  receiving  such  returns,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  forthwith 
to  examine  into  and  decide  all  exceptions  then  made  against 
the  regularity  of  the  election,  and  in  case  of  its  being  set 
aside,  to  order  a  new  election,  in  the  manner  pointed  out  by 
the  eleventh  section. — [Sect.  11,  supplement  1838.] 

SCHOOL  YEAR. 

By  the  21st  section  of  the  act  of  1836,  the  school  year  is  to 
end  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  and  to  have  the  same  num¬ 
ber  as  the  year  in  which  it  ends.  Thus  the  school  year  1843 
will  end  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1843.  Still,  however, 
the  operations  of  the  succeeding  year,  such  as  the  election 
of  directors,  assessment  of  tax,  &c.,  are  transacted  before  that 
time. 

REPORT  TO  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  report  to  the  superintendent,  though  formerly  made  on 
the  first  Monday  of  January,  is  hereafter  to  be  made  on  the 
first  Monday  of  June,  and  to  include  the  proceedings  for  the 
year  ending  on  that  day. 

No  order  for  the  money  can  be  issued  by  the  superintendent 
till  he  receive  the  report. — [Sect.  2,  supplement  of  1840,  and 
sect.  2  supplement  of  1842.] 
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APPENDIX. 

FORM  OF  BOND  OF  DISTRICT  TREASURER. 

County,  ss. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we 
and  are  held  and  firmly  bound  to 

president  of  the  board  of  school  directors,  of  district, 

in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  to  his  successors  in  office,  for  the 
use  of  the  district  aforesaid,  in  the  sum  of 
(here  insert  double  the  amount  of  the  sum  which  will  probably 
come  into  the  hands  of  the  treasurer  in  one  year  for  school 
purposes,)  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  to  the  said 
or  his  successors,  to  the  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be 
made,  we  bind  ourselves,  jointly  and  severally,  our  heirs,  ex¬ 
ecutors  and  administrators,  and  every  of  them,  by  these  pre¬ 
sents.  Sealed  with  our  seals,  dated  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  18 

Whereas,  the  said  has  been  duly  ap¬ 

pointed  treasurer  of  the  said  school  district,  for  and  during  the 
term  of  one  year  from  the  date  hereof ;  now  the  condition  of 
this  obligation  is  such  that  if  the  said  shall  and 

do  well  and  truly  execute  and  perform  the  duties  of  said  office 
according  to  law,  and  shall,  at  the  end  of  the  term  aforesaid, 
faithfully  account  for  the  school  money  he  shall  have  received 
during  the  term  aforesaid,  and  shall  pay  over  into  the  hands  of 
his  successor  in  office  such  balance  as  may  then  remain  in 
his  possession,  this  obligation  to  be  void,  or  else  to  remain  in 
full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  >  [l.  s.] 

In  presence  of  us.  5  [l.  s.] 

[l.  s.J 


FORM  OF  BOND  OF  DISTRICT  COLLECTOR. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  and 

are  held  and  firmly  bound  to 
president  of  the  board  of  school  directors  of 
district,  in  the  county  aforesaid,  and  to  his  successors  in  office, 
for  the  use  of  the  district  aforesaid,  in  the  sum  of 

(here  insert  double  the  amount  of  the  duplicate,)  lawful 
money,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  or  his  succes¬ 

sors  ;  to  the  which  payment,  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
bind  ourselves,  jointly  and  severally,  our  heirs,  executors  and 
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administrators,  and  every  of  them,  by  these  presents.  Sealed 
with  our  seals,  dated  the  day  of  in  the 

year  of  our  Lord,  1 8 

Whereas,  the  said  has  been  duly  appointed 

collector  for  the  school  year  which  will  terminate  on  the  first 
Monday  of  June,  18  ,  of  the  school  tax,  of 

district  aforesaid  :  Now  the  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such, 
that  if  the  said  shall  and  do  well  and 

truly  execute  and  perform  the  duties  of  said  office,  according 
to  law,  and  shall  faithfully  account  for,  and  pay  into  the  hands 
of  the  proper  treasurer  of  said  district,  the  money  which  shall 
come  into  his  hands  as  collector  aforesaid,  and  shall  settle  up 
his  duplicate  on  or  before  the  day  of 

according  to  law,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void,  or 
and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  > 

the  presence  of  us.  5 


next, 
else  to  be 


[l.  s.] 
[l.  s.] 
[l.  s.] 


FORM  OF  WARRANT  TO  COLLECTOR  OF  SCHOOL  TAX. 


County, 

District,  ss. 

To  of  in  said  county. 

These  are  to  authorize  and  require  you  to  demand  and  re¬ 
ceive  of  and  from  every  person  in  the  annexed  duplicate 
named,  the  sum  wherewith  such  persons  stand  charged,  and 
you  are  to  collect  and  pay  over  all  Such  moneys  as  you  may 
have  received  to  treasurer  of  the  said  school 

district,  and  his  successor  in  office,  on  or  before  the 
day  of  next ;  at  which  time  abatement  or  allow¬ 

ance  for  mistakes  or  indigent  persons,  will  be  made,  and 
within  months  from  the  date  hereof,  you  shall  pay  into 

the  hands  of  the  said  treasurer  the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes 
charged  and  assessed  in  the  annexed  duplicate,  without  fur¬ 
ther  delay,  except  such  sum  as  the  directors  may,  in  their  dis¬ 
cretion,  exonerate  you  from. 

And  if  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  payment 
within  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  such  demand,  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  to  and  for  you,  and  you  are  hereby  command¬ 
ed,  to  levy  the  said  tax  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and 
chattels  of  such  delinquent,  giving  ten  days  public  notice  of 
such  sale,  by  written  or  printed  advertisements,  and  rendering 
the  overplus  (if  any  there  be,  after  such  sale,)  to  the  owner . 
Hereof  fail  not. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  at  the  day 

of  A.  D. 


[L.  S.] 

President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  district. 
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FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE  OF  ASSESSMENT  OF  SCHOOL  TAX. 


[Here  insert  the  amount  of  tax 
assessed,  in  figures.] 

[Date.] 

To  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools , 


Sir  : — I  do  hereby  certify,  that  a  school  tax,  amount¬ 
ing  to  dollars,  has  been  regularly  levied  and 

assessed  for  the  school  year,  ending  on  the  first  Monday 
of  June,*  A.  D.  upon  district  county ; 

that  a  warrant  for  the  collection  thereof  has  been  delivered  to 
the  district  collector,  according  to  law  ;  and  that  the  aforesaid 
sum,  is,  at  least,  equal  to  the  amount  of  this  district’s  share  of 
annual  State  appropriation. 

I  do  further  testify  that  (of  Post  Office, 

county  of 
school  district. 

Attest,  (Signed,)  President. 

Secretary. 

Post  Office. 


,)  is  lawfully  appointed  treasurer  of  this 
(Signed,) 


*See  Act  of  1836,  Sect.  21,  and  Remarks  on  “school  year,”  page  26. 


FORM  OF  ORDER  ON  DISTRICT  TREASURER. 


$ — , 

To  the  Treasurer  of 
District  county, 

Sir  : — 

Pay  to 

being  (one  quarter’s  salary  due  him  as  teacher,  up  to  , 

or  on  account  of  salary,  or  for  fuel  furnished  to  school 

house,  or  for  rent  of  school  house,  &c.,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
for  which  this  will  be  your  sufficient  voucher,  on  settlement 
of  your  accounts. 

By  order  of  the  Board. 

Attest : 

(Signed,) 


[Date.] 


or  order,  dollars 


Secretary. 


President. 
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FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE  OF  NON-PAYMENT  OF  TAX  ON  UNSEATED 

LAND. 


To  the  Commissioners  of  the  County  of 

Gentlemen. — I  do  hereby  certify,  that  the  following  school 
tax  on  unseated  land  within  the  district  of  ,  was  regu¬ 

larly  assessed  and  set  forth  in  the  duplicate  of  school  tax  for 
the  year  ,  delivered  to  me  for  collection 

by  the  president  of  the  board  of  directors  thereof,  and  that  the 
same  has  not  been  voluntarily  paid  to  me  :  you  are  therefore 
required  to  cause  the  same  to  be  collected  and  paid  over  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  7th  section  of  the  act  entitled  “  An  act  to  consoli¬ 
date  and  amend  the  several  acts  relative  to  a  general  system 
of  education  by  Common  Schools,”  passed  the  13th  day  of 
June,  1836. 

Dols.  Cts. 

Viz:  upon  land  of  A.  B. 
upon  land  of  C.  D. 


[Date.] 


(Signed,) 

Collector  of  School  tax  for 
the  District  of 


FORM  OF  DEED  OF  LAND  TO  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we  ,  of 

,  for  and  in  consideration  of  dollars,  to  us 

paid  at  the  ensealing  hereof,  by  ,  Directors 

of  Common  Schools,  of  township,  district  in  the  coun¬ 
ty  of  ,  the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknow¬ 

ledged,  do  grant,  bargain,  sell,  assure  and  convey  to  the  said 
directors  aforesaid,  their  successors  and  assigns,  a  piece  of 
ground,  situate  in  said  township  of  ,  described  as 

follows,  viz  : 

Beginning  ,  containing  ;  being  part 

of  the  premises  conveyed  by  to  the  grantors,  by 

deed  dated,  [Here  insert  the  necessary  recitals,]  together  with 
all  its  rights,  members  and  appurtenances ;  to  have  and  to 
hold  the  said  piece  of  ground,  and  appurtenances,  to  the  said 

,  directors  aforesaid,  their  successors  and  as- 
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signs  forever,  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  Common 
Schools  in  said  district,  according  to  law.  And  ,  the 

said  ,  do  covenant  with  the  said  Di¬ 

rectors,  their  successors  and  assigns,  that  they  are  lawfully 
seized,  in  fee  of  the  afore  granted  premises ;  that  they  are 
free  of  all  incumbrances  ;  that  they  have  a  good  right  to  sell 
and  convey  the  same  to  the  said  Directors,  and  will  warrant 
and  defend  the  same  premises  to  the  said  Directors,  their  suc¬ 
cessors  and  assigns,  forever,  against  the  lawful  claims  and  de¬ 
mands  of  all  persons,  [This  constitutes  a  general  warranty . 
If  a  special  warranty  be  desired,  let  the  following  words  be 
added  :]  claiming,  by,  from  or  under  them,  or  any  of  them. 

In  witness ,  <£*c.  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  }  [l.  s.] 

our  presence,  3  [l.  s*] 

[Receipt  for  the  purchase  money,  and  acknowledgement  be¬ 
fore  a  Justice,  to  be  in  the  usual  form.] 


FORM  OF  LEASE  OF  SCHOOL  HOUSE  AND  LOT  TO  SCHOOL 

DIRECTORS. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I  ,  of 

,  for  the  rent  herein  mentioned,  do  hereby 
agree  to  let  and  rent  to  ,  Directors  of 

Common  Schools,  for  district,  in  coun¬ 

ty,  and  their  successors,  [here  insert  the  words  “  and  assigns,” 
if  it  is  agreed  to  confer  upon  directors  power  to  assign  the 
lease,]  a  house  or  building  in  said  township,  with  about 
of  ground,  adjoining  lands  of  ,  for  the  estab¬ 

lishment  and  suport  of  Common  Schools  in  said  district,  ac¬ 
cording  to  law,  for  the  term  of  ,  from  the  day 

of  ,  at  the  annual  rent  of  ;  to  be  paid  in 

payments.  The  premises  to  be  surrendered  at 
the  expiration  of  said  term,  in  good  order — casualties  excep¬ 
ted. 

In  witness,  &c.  [l.  s.] 

Sealed  and  delivered  in  1 
presence  of  us.  $ 
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FORM  OF  AGREEMENT  BETWEEN  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS  AND 

TEACHER. 

It  is  agreed  by  and  between  ,  Teacher,  and 

President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  Com¬ 
mon  Schools,  of  district,  in  county,  that  said 

shall,  under  the  supervision  and  exclusive  direction 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  said  district,  and  their  succes¬ 
sors,  teach  in  the  school  house,  or  building,  at  or  near  , 

for  the  term  of  ,  at  and  for  the  compensation  of  , 

to  be  paid  ;  reserving  the  right  for  the  Board  of  Direc¬ 
tors,  for  the  time  being,  to  dismiss  said  at  the 

end  of  any  month  [or  quarter]  of  said  term.  The  aetual  pos¬ 
session  of  the  said  school  house  and  building,  and  premises 
before  mentioned,  to  remain  and  be  considered  by  all  parties 
as  remaining  and  being  at  all  times  in  tiie  said  Board  of  Di¬ 
rectors  and  their  successors. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and 
seals,  on  the  day  of  A.  D. 

Witness,  [l.  s.] 

[l.  s.] 


*  FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE  TO  A  TEACHER. 

We  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Board  of  School  Di¬ 
rectors  of  district,  county  of  ,  do  certi¬ 
fy  that  having  examined  who  wishes  to 

be  employed  as  a  teacher  in  said  district,  we  have  found  him 
[or  her]  to  be  of  good  moral  character,  and  qualified  to  teach 
the  following  branches  :  [here  name  the  branches.] 

Witness  our  hands  this  day  of  A.  D. 

Signed,  >  School  Di- 

S  rectors. 


*  This  certificate  will  be  good  for  one  year  only. —  [See  Supp.  of  1840.] 


